REACH is in force, GHS is in sight

The European regulation 1907/2006
concerning the registration, evaluation, authorisation
and restriction of chemicals (REACH) came into force
on 1% of June 2006 with a phased implementation
over the next decade. It is described to be the
strictest chemicals law to date on the world, which is
regulating chemical substances.

Reason for  the development  and
implementation of REACH was to improve the
protection of human health and environment. REACH
is accompanied by a revised globally harmonised
system of classification and labelling (GHS), which
means a complete overhaul of EU chemical
regulations.
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Need support?

Kao is following the development of REACH
from the beginning with the “White book” more than
ten years ago.

During this time we collected a lot of
information, which enabled us to create an
appropriate action plan to tackle this challenge. Kao
created a global network of experts, which will remain
existing in the coming years. Experiences in
notifications in Europe, the US, Canada, Japan,
Korea and China help us to perform activities in a
very efficient way. Therefore we are sure, that we are
capable to comply with the REACH-regulation.

But compliance with regulations is only one
part of a successful product stewardship. We would
like to encourage you to ask questions, raise
concerns or propose joint activities with Kao. We are
prepared to enlarge our general good communication
with our customers concerning REACH issues.

In case you want to contact us our normal
communication way is going through our sales
department.

However there might be reasons to contact
directly our experts for REACH through emalil
account: psr.reachl@kao.es
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New ways of collaboration between Kao as a chemicals
suppliers and customers

Kao and You, Taking Challenges Together



The Kao Way

Chemicals Europe, S.L. (KCE) has followed
the development of REACH and GHS since the
beginning years (“White Book”). We appreciate the
intentions of these regulations to ensure and increase
the safety of human beings and the environment.

Already in the year 2005 we performed a
global portfolio analysis about our products to decide
about pre-registration and registration strategies
according to the volume-triggered tonnage-bands.

Pre-registration

Kao has pre-registered the entire product
portfolio, which enables us to continue business after
20009.

Registration

It is clear, that REACH will influence the cost-
price calculation of the products. The full effect cannot
be foreseen, because it is depending on future
consortia-formation and availability of information
about marketed products.

We do not expect, that our product portfolio
will be reduced significantly. In case that a product
supplied to you is affected, we will inform you in time
about possible replacements, which will be held in the
portfolio after transition periods expire.

Remember that the transition period will last until
June 2018, in several stages depending on the
tonnage involved.

REACH needs communication skills

Associations

Customers

Suppliers

R&D

Kao is not only well known on the Asian
market to produce final products, like cosmetics or
detergents, but also a large chemical branch. Due to
the manufacturing and importation of chemicals to
Europe, Kao is affected heavily by REACH.

It is often acknowledged, that REACH is
causing high costs, but also sets up new ways of
communication to different players. Already since
2006 Kao increased efforts to adapt the expected
high requirements of REACH. The implementation of
REACH was, is and will be organised centrally by the
KCE Product Safety department. REACH contacts
were appointed not only throughout KCE, but also in
the Japanese mother company.

In addition Kao already started already
preparations for REACH within sector groups of
European associations. Therefore we are well
prepared for the coming years of REACH.

Manufacturer or Importer

If you are a manufacturer of importer of
chemicals you are aware of the duties, which are
caused by REACH. You have to pre-register your
chemicals on time and to prepare the registration
under collaboration with in SIEF.

Besides from this you need to communicate with your
customers to set up exposure scenarios for

risk assessments, which are compulsory for the
tonnage bands higher than 10 T/year.

One key aspect is to find out chemicals, which
are used as transported isolated intermediates, which
need low efforts for registration. For this we might
come back to our customers to find out, if the
conditions of these intermediates are met according
to Art. 18 REACH.

Downstream User

In case you are a Downstream User you will
be a very valuable partner for us to communicate. On
the one hand you will receive from us extended
Safety Data Sheets according to the REACH-
regulation. On the other hand we might ask you for
the details of usage, exposure and waste disposal of
the chemical, because we have to ensure the safety
of our products from “cradle to grave”.



